Welcome to

Sunday Services

St Stephen’s Church
Elton Bury

Church is closed un l further
no ce due to Covid
restric ons.

Sunday 22nd November 2020
Church Services - Latest
From Sunday 8th November church services are
suspended in accordance with government
guidelines.
During the next lockdown worship in churches has
once again been suspended this me un l Dec
6th subject to review. So we are going to close church
for a month. Everyone I was able to contact agreed
opening for private prayer was not advisable for the
following reasons:
A) The Lockdown is to protect the vulnerable, NHS
sta and ourselves by minimising movement and
mixing with others.
B) Very few used the op on in July when we were
once again allowed to open for private prayer, rather
than worship, a er 3 months of shut down.
C) Hea ng costs now feature as we would need to
heat the church for at least 3 hours to make it warm
enough for people to pray or use a very cold church.
To facilitate worship we will once again
1 Record communion services in church and put
them on YouTube this me for:
The Kingdom Season (LINK)
h ps://youtu.be/CJX09HoMKdY
The Advent Season
2 Post the news sheet and the sermon and
intercessions on the website, via email and
WhatsApp and for those with no access to IT media
through the le erbox.
3 Keep in touch with each other for pastoral support
4 Signpost you to other services both local and
na onal where appropriate
Many folk I know found comfort in Songs of Praise
and the weekly Sunday Worship on TV too.
We aim to open again on Advent 2 on 6th Dec God
and Covid willing. God Bless and Keep Safe, Paul.
This Week’s Readings
1st
Ezekiel 34: 11-16, 20-24
2nd
Ephesians 1: 15 - 23
Gospel Ma hew 25: 31 - 46

OT page 817
NT page 189
NT page 27

Psalm 95: 1 - 7

OT page 561

Collect for Christ the King
Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to
the throne of heaven that he might rule over all
things as Lord and King: keep the Church in the
unity of the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and
bring the whole created order to worship at his
feet: who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Post Communion Prayer
S r up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful
people; that they, plenteously bringing forth
the fruit of good works, may by you be
plenteously rewarded; through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

In our Prayers
This week we pray for the members of our
community who live or work in Alder Close, St.
Michael’s Close, Tarleton Close and Wellington Court.
We pray for the healing and comfort of those who
are sick or mourning the loss of a loved one,
especially today for Geo rey Lay, Anne e Maskrey,
Ma Able , Barbara Hodgeson, Lynne Mullane, Chris
Holt, Joseph Atwell, Anna Novak, Chris ne Lister, Lee
Robinson, David Andrew, Jean Ward and Barbara
Ashworth.
As part of Churches Together in Bury we pray for our
brothers and sister at Blackford Bridge URC,
especially the Elders who minister to them.
How to Contact Us
Priest in Charge
Rev. Paul Sanderson
Mob: 07795810016
Email: paul270159@gmail.com
Readers
Harold Baxter
Tel: 0161 764 5979
Celia Dutton
Tel: 0161 764 0583
Warden
Ronnie Howarth
Tel: 07870796895
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We support this valuable
work. Please give

Quizzes
Name that hymn, the draw will take place on Sunday
6th December. 2 correct answers will be drawn to win a
tub of chocolates. At present, this has raised £89 . So
thanks to everyone. Our next event is the hampers
which will be drawn when we are back in church and we
are s ll hoping for any dona ons Let me know. Ann
Win a hamper or two or three!!
Con nuing the theme of fundraising, there will be the
opportunity to win a Christmas hamper. I will leave a
box in church for anyone to donate Christmas hamper
items to. These I will collect each week and put aside to
make up a hamper/hampers according to how much we
receive. Entry is £5 a go (there is no limit to entries)
Please put your money in the envelopes provided with
your name on the outside. These will then be drawn for
the winner/winners on Sunday 6th December. Thank
you and good luck. Margaret Ahmed
100 Cub
We currently have 3 numbers available, they are 3, 74
and 93. If anyone is interested in taking these numbers
please can you inform Anne or Tony along with your
payment of £12.
On All Saints Day the Archbishops wrote to all the clergy
in the Church of England. In this le er they stated their
convic on that the rst and primary response of the
Church at this me was prayer.
“Bearing in mind our primary voca on as the Church of
Jesus Christ to pray and to serve we call upon the
Church of England to make this month of lockdown a
month of prayer. More than anything else, whatever the
na on thinks, we know that we are in the faithful hands
of the risen Christ who knows our weaknesses, redness
and struggles and whose steadfast love endures for ever.
Above all we recall people to some of the fundamental
spiritual disciplines that shape our Chris an life. How we
do this is up to each congrega on and clergy person. We
will publish resources to support you before the rst day
of lockdown. During the rst lockdown we cheered for
the NHS every Thursday. During this second lockdown
we invite you to fast in a way appropriate to you as well
as pray for our na on every Thursday, for its leaders, its
health and essen al services and all those who su er.”
The Archbishops decided that this call would take the
form of an invita on to every Chris an and person of
good will to pray at 6pm every day,
A booklet to support this is available on St Stephen's
Website and i will also send it out on email and
WhatsApp. God Bless and Keep Praying

Ma hew 25: 31 - 46
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to
Ma hew - Glory to you O Lord.
31 "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of
his glory. 32 All the na ons will be gathered before
him, and he will separate people one from another as
a shepherd separates the sheep from the
goats, 33 and he will put the sheep at his right hand
and the goats at the le . 34 Then the king will say to
those at his right hand, "Come, you that are blessed
by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the founda on of the world; 35 for I was hungry
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me
clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in
prison and you visited me.' 37 Then the righteous will
answer him, "Lord, when was it that we saw you
hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you
something to drink? 38 And when was it that we saw
you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave
you clothing? 39 And when was it that we saw you
sick or in prison and visited you?' 40 And the king will
answer them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of my family,
you did it to me.' 41 Then he will say to those at his
le hand, "You that are accursed, depart from me into
the eternal re prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no food,
I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I
was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked
and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison
and you did not visit me.' 44 Then they also will
answer, "Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or
thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not take care of you?' 45 Then he will answer
them, "Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one
of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46 And
these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life."
This is the gospel of the Lord - praise to you O Christ.

Church Cleaning & Decora ng for Christmas
We will be mee ng on Saturday 5th December at
9.30am to thoroughly clean church and prepare it for
Christmas. Look forward to seeing you there.

The news sheet can be found on our website @
www.ststephenelton.com
Follow us on twi er @StStephensElton
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News sheet deadline - please send all your news items to Tony Parsons by 7.00pm each Thursday.
Email tony.parsons67@gmail.com

